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ajgentleman and a soldier.,. The pupils were drilled
in riding,Teriang, the use of arms, and in the games
of the period. The academy was, moreover, a finish-
ing school for manners,, and PluvineFlTndeavourecr
to'impart to his scholars the latest fashions of the
Court, the graceful bearing and ready wit that be-
fitted an accomplished cavalier.

While the Marquis of Chillou, as Richelieu was
then called, was fitting himself to be a soldier and a
courtier, his career was suddenly changed by con-
siderations of family interest. Notwithstanding his
infirm health, Richelieu had qualities that would
have made him a good soldier, and by nature he
hankered for fighting rather than praying. Yet it
is probable that the exchange of arms for the Church
afforded a better field for his subtle and astute genius.

The circumstances that made a priest of Richelieu
were of a nature not uncommon at that period. In
default of ready money, the monarch often rewarded
faithful servants by the patronage of some ecclesi-
astical preferment, and Henry III., in return lor the
services of Richelieu's father, had given the family
the right to fill the bishopric of Lugon. Such grants
were usually unprofitable to the spiritual interests
of the faithful. The Richelieus administered their
bishopric as did the holders of most livings fallen
into secular hands: they confined their attention to
laying hold of the ecclesiastical emoluments and did
not concern themselves with the needs of the diocese.
A succession of nominal bishops collected the rev-
enues for the benefit of the family, and the Episcopal
see in reality remained vacant.  family ofis collar of the Order of the Holy Ghost to pay the
